
 

Reception Class                              Summer Term 2025                              Our theme is: Nurturing Nature 
Summer 
Term 
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Reads 
are… 

 

        

  

What are we learning in Personal, Social and Emotional Development? 
Know how to control their emotions using a range of techniques.  
Know how to set a target and reflect on their progress. 
Know and name healthy foods. 
Know how to manage own basic needs independently.  
Know the importance of healthy food choices.  
Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. Show a ‘can do’ 
attitude.  
Know how to put on uniform on and do up zips, buttons and buckles with minimal 
support. Take risks and engage in new learning. Begin to develop relationships 
with other adults around the school. Have confidence to communicate with adults 
around the school. Have strong friendships. Be an effective group member.  
Effectively carry out a role and take responsibility. Know and talk about job desires 
of the future. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

What are we learning in Mathematics? 
Count on and back beyond 10. Build and identify numbers to 20 using a range of 
resources. Copy, continue and create own patterns, with increasing complexity.  
Know that the quantity of a group can be changed by adding more. Represent 
number stories using 10 frames, number tracks and fingers. Know the quantity of a 
group can be changed by taking items away. Represent number stories using 10 
frames, number tracks and fingers. Know that double means twice as many. Say the 
doubles as they are built. Recognise and make equal groups. Know that some 
quantities will share equally into 2 groups and some will not. Say which numbers are 
odd and which are even. Use fingers to determine whether a number is odd or even. 
Sorts a range of resources independently in work and play. Know that shapes can be 
combined and separated to make new shapes. Fit shapes together and break shapes 
apart. Notice new shapes they have created. Match arrangements of shapes. Use 
positional language to describe where shapes are in relation to one another. Know 
that shapes can be combined and separated to make new shapes. Fit shapes 
together and break shapes apart. Notice new shapes they have created. Use 
positional language to describe where objects are in relation to other items. Provide 
and follow verbal instructions for a partner to follow as they build. Make maps and 
plans to represent places. Use maps to see where things are in relation to other 
things. 



What are we learning in Communication and Language? 
Understand questions such as who, what, where, when, why and how. 
Have conversations with adults and peers with back and forth exchanges. 
Link statements and stick to a main theme. 
Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. 
Talk to different adults around the school. 
Know and talk about why things happen. 
Talk in a sentence using a range of tenses. 
Know and use new vocabulary, in a range of contexts, throughout the day. 
Know what happens in familiar stories.   
Know main characters and settings and use this knowledge when making up and 
telling their own stories. 
Maintain focus during extended whole class teaching 
Pay attention during whole school Collective Worship 
Know how to follow instructions of three steps or more. 

 What are we learning in Understanding the World? 
Identify farming machinery from the past and present. 
Know the main events in the story of the Legend of St George. 
Know that simple symbols are used to identify features on a map 
Know what a map is and can use it to differentiate between land and sea. Can 
identify the United Kingdom on a map. 
Know the four countries of the UK through song. 
Know that some things in the world are manmade and some things are natural  
Know that seasons change. Know some key changes in Spring and how this 
compares to Winter, Autumn and Summer (similarities and differences). Know 
names of and describe ladybirds, snails, spiders, worms. Know that an insect has 6 
legs and a spider has 8 legs. 
Know and describe the lifecycle of a caterpillar/ frog.  
Know and describe what seeds need in order to grow into healthy plants. Know 
about and describe the lifecycle of a sunflower seed. Know that some animals are 
nocturnal.  
Know that a Church is a special place for Christians. Know that a Mosque is a special 
place for Muslims. 
Know that a Bible is the Christian holy book. 
Know that the Qu’ran is the Holy Book for Muslims. 

What are we learning in Physical Development? 
Travel along the full length of the monkey bars 
Know how to ride a bike without stabilisers 
Know how to hold and use scissors correctly and cut out large shapes  
Know how to hold and use scissors correctly and cut various materials 
Know how to write letters using the correct letter formation and control the size of 
letters 
Know how to independently use a knife, fork and spoon to eat a range of meals 

 What are we learning in Expressing Art and Design? 
Know which primary colours are mixed together to make secondary colours. Know 
how to draw more detailed pictures of people and objects. Talk about the processes 
involved in creating art. Know how to evaluate their own art. Know how to create 
artwork in the style of Giuseppe Arcimboldo. Know that Guiseppe Arcimboldo was 
an Italian artist born in 1527 (nearly 500 years ago).  
Know some school songs/ hymns and join in with singing assemblies. Listen to 
poems and create their own. Know how to keep the beat of the song with a pitched 
note. Know how to play patterns using a combination of any of three notes C, D and 
E. Follow a musical pattern to play instruments. Move safely with confidence and 
imagination, communicating ideas through movement. Explore movement using a 
prop with control and coordination. Remember and repeat actions, exploring 
pathways and shapes. Act out well known stories. Create narratives based around 
stores. Explore different techniques for joining materials (Glue Stick, PVA, sticky 
tape, masking tape). Adapt work where necessary. Know how to and use counting to 
help stay in time with the music when copying and creating actions. 

What are we learning in Literacy? 
Know the following Fantastics symbols and can use them when talking about 
books and stories: Feeling, Asking, Noticing, Touching, Action, Smelling, Tasting, 
Imagining, Checking 
Read Set 2 sounds and Phonics Green Words. Read Set 1 Phonics Green Words, 
building speed. Read nonsense words. Read purple storybooks by the end of term 
Confidently sight-read Action Words from 1.1 to 1.9. Form lowercase and capital 
letters correctly. Write longer words which are spelt phonetically. Understand that 
sentences start with a capital letter and end with a full stop. Begin to use capital 
letters at the start of a sentence. Use finger spaces and full stops when writing a 
sentence. Spell more taught tricky words correctly. Read their work back and 
check it makes sense. 

 



Begin to change movements and adapt a simple dance. Act out well known stories 
with some guidance and support. Begin to create narratives based around stories. 
Explore different techniques for joining materials (Glue Stick, PVA). To plan what 
they are going to make (construction, junk modelling)  

The Early Learning Goals (ELGs) are the goals children are expected to achieve at the end of the reception year. They are not the curriculum, but an end point measure of 
what a child should be demonstrating at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage. There are 17 ELGs across all the areas of learning as shown below. 

Area of 
Learning Aspect Early Learning Goals 
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Listening, Attention 

and Understanding 

Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and 
small group interactions. Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. Hold conversation when engaged in back-
and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

Speaking Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary. Offer explanations for why things 
might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. Express their ideas and feelings 
about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from 
their teacher. 
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Self-Regulation • Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly. Set and work towards simple goals, being able 
to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate. Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately 
even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 

Managing Self • Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. Explain the reasons for rules, know right from 
wrong and try to behave accordingly. Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the 
importance of healthy food choices. 

Building 
Relationships 

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers. Show sensitivity to their own and to 
others’ needs. 
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Gross Motor Skills • Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others. Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing. Move 
energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 

Fine Motor Skills • Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and 
cutlery. Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
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Comprehension • Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 

• Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role play. 

Word Reading • Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. Read aloud simple 
sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 



Writing • Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 
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Number • Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number. Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. 
Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, 
including double facts. 

Numerical      
Patterns 

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is 
greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity. Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and 
how quantities can be distributed equally. 
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Past and   
Present 

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been read in class. Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling. 

People, Culture    
and Communities 

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. Know some similarities and differences 
between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, nonfiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

The Natural World • Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. Know some similarities and differences between the 
natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. Understand some important processes 
and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 
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) Creating  
with Materials 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. Share their creations, explaining 
the process they have used. Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

Being Imaginative  
and Expressive 

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher. Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. Perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

 


