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ST. PETER’S C of E (Aided) J, | AND EY SCHOOL
Fieldhead Lane

Birstall

Batley

West Yorkshire

WF17 9HN

Telephone: (01924) 326750

Email: office@stpetersschoolbirstall.co.uk

Website: www.stpetersschoolbirstall.co.uk
Follow our school on Twitter: @StPeters_CE

Follow our Early Years classes on Twitter: @EY_StPeters_CE

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,

We would like to welcome you to our Nursery class and we hope you enjoy the time you
spend with us in Nursery and throughout St Peter’s school.

We are looking forward to getting to know you and have made this booklet so that you can get
to know us and our Nursery class before you start.

If there is anything else you would like to know, please contact school.

Thank you.



mailto:office@stpetersschoolbirstall.co.uk
http://www.stpetersschoolbirstall.co.uk/
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Welcome to our Nursery class

Meet our staff

Miss Beaumont Mrs Irving Mrs Wraith Mrs Moorhouse
Nursery Teacher Nursery Nurse Nursery Nurse School Secretary
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Mrs Evans Mrs Hayes Mrs Cooney Mrs Warrior Mrs Penny
Headteacher Nursery Nurse Reception Teacher Deputy Head PPA Teacher




Our Curriculum

The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is for all children, from birth to five years. The
curriculum organises children’s learning in to seven areas, for the purposes of planning and
assessment:

e Personal, Social and Emotional Development
e Communication and Language

e Physical Development

e Lliteracy

e Maths

e Understanding the World

e Expressive Arts and Design

Activities are planned so that children develop their knowledge or practice their skills across a
number of areas of learning as that is how they learn best.

The curriculum is delivered through well-planned play, using exciting, enjoyable equipment
and activities that challenge all children. There is always lots on offer for children to either
access independently, through adult-planned and led activities as well as through group times.
Staff are skilled at observing children’s learning and planning for the next steps in their
development. This ensures all children make progress and the activities are appropriate to the
needs and interests of all children.

Tapestry Learning Journal

Here at St. Peter’s, we use an ‘online learning journal’ which enables staff to take
photographs, videos and make written observations of the activities your child does at school.
Parents/carers have access to this information (using your email address and a secure
password to log in) so you can celebrate this learning at home too. Parents/carers can also add
their own photos and comments to the journal.

Please refer to the additional information and permission forms for Tapestry. We look forward
to documenting your child’s learning journey!
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Nursery times
The morning session begins at 8.35am. The morning session ends at 11.35am.
The afternoon session ends at 3.00pm.

Our morning sessions usually look like this...

Self-register and choose an area in which to work and play

Carpet session then time for child initiated play

Carpet session- Launchpad for Literacy activities then time for child initiated play
Carpet session- story time

Our afternoon sessions usually look like this...
Carpet session then time for child initiated play
Carpet session- story time

Home Visits

Home visits provide an ideal opportunity for staff to meet your child on an individual basis. We
find they help children settle in to Nursery easier and they enable staff to get to know your
child much better. The visit tends to take about ten minutes and is very informal. Please refer
to your visit details letter for more information.

Play Sessions

We are hopeful that your child will be able to come for a short stay and play session prior to
their start date. This is an opportunity for your child to explore the classroom indoors and out
for a short period of time. Please refer to your visit details letter for more information.

Bringing and Collecting Children

Children must be brought to and collected from Nursery by an adult. They must be brought to
the Nursery door each day by their adult so that staff can take over responsibility for their
care. Please make staff aware if anyone other than the usual person will be collecting your
child. A password will be collected during your home visit session- this can be used if someone
different is coming to collect your child.




Outdoor Play

Outdoor play has a positive impact on children’s sense of well-being and physical
development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing things in different ways and on
different scales than when indoors. Therefore, the outdoors is available throughout the year in
all but the very worst weather. Children therefore need to bring a suitable coat to Nursery as
well as some gloves and a hat in winter, and a sun hat in summer. Waterproof suits are always
available for use on rainy days or when working in the mud kitchen.

Clothing

Children are asked to wear school uniform. This consists of a dark blue sweatshirt or cardigan,
a white polo shirt and grey or black skirt, dress, trousers or shorts. We ask that children wear
black shoes (no laces or heels!). Sweatshirts, cardigans and polo shirts do not need to have the
school logo on.

Children will need a book bag, which should be brought to school every day. You can purchase
book bags with the school logo on from the school office.
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Sweatshirts, polo shirts, cardigans, book bags and sunhats with the school logo on can be
purchased from the school office. Please refer to the uniform order form in your welcome
pack for more information.

Should you wish to order uniform or other items, please contact the school office on 01924
326750. Some items may be in stock whilst other items may need to be ordered from our
supplier. We will let you know when your order is ready and will then arrange a safe and
secure collection or delivery. Payment for these items at this time will need to be in cash.

Should you wish to purchase sweatshirts, t-shirts, cardigans and bags with the school logo on
throughout the school year, an order form can be collected from the school office. Payment
for school uniform purchased throughout the school year should be made through ParentPay
(details of which will be sent home once your child has started with us).

PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL YOUR CHILD’S CLOTHING IS MARKED WITH THEIR NAME!




Snack

Milk and water is provided for children to access whenever they choose. Our school takes part
in the National Fruit and Vegetable Scheme which means every child will be provided with one
piece daily towards their ‘five a day.’

Lunchtimes

Nursery children staying for lunch should bring a packed lunch. At present, we do not ask for
any additional payment for the lunchtime period. We aim to be a NUT FREE school. Please do
not send nuts or products which may contain nuts in your child’s packed lunch.

Toileting

We would ideally like your child to be toilet trained when they start Nursery as this allows staff
to devote their time to teaching the children and children also develop self-esteem and self-
confidence. However, if your child wears nappies or pull-ups, this is not a problem. Please
discuss this with the Nursery staff so that a plan can be made in how to support your child

with their toilet training.

Sickness

If you child is going to be absent, please contact the school office to let us know and give a
reason for their absence by phone. Children must stay at home for 48 hours after the last bout
of sickness or diarrhoea.

Medicines

Medicines will not normally be administered in school unless children have a chronic illness or
long-term complaint, such as asthma. Inhalers for asthma sufferers must be handed in to the
Nursery teachers for safe, accessible storage. Parents are always welcome to come to school
to administer medication if this is necessary.

Voluntary Early Years Fund

We ask for a voluntary contribution of 50p each week, which goes towards extra treats such as
baking and additional resources. A moneybox is available near the classroom entrance for
children to post the contributions.




Peter Points

‘Peter Points’ will be awarded throughout each school day, to reinforce the positive behaviour
our children display. This may be for producing excellent work, displaying one of our Christian
values, good team work, resilience, perseverance or simply or using a knife and fork correctly.
Peter Points are awarded when children receive a special Headteacher’s award and when
children complete additional homework tasks. Peter Points can be exchanged for rewards in
each classroom; rewards can range from a pencil or notebook to having lunch with the
Headteacher!

Change of Address of Telephone Number

Parents are requested to inform us of any change in personal details. We must be able to
contact you if necessary and so our records must be up to date. When your child starts with
us, your contact details will be added to our text system, so you be able to receive important
messages and reminders straight to your phone.

Lost property
Please ensure all your child’s belongings are clearly marked with their name. Kirklees Council
and the Governors do not accept responsibility for any lost items

No smoking
In line with all Kirklees Schools, we operate a no smoking policy in the school buildings and
grounds. This includes e-cigarettes and vaping.

Dogs
Dogs are not allowed in the school playground/playing field for Health & Safety reasons.

Parking

Our school car park is small and should only be used by staff and delivery vehicles.

Please do not park on the yellow no-parking areas outside school and please do not parkin a
way which blocks the drives of local residents’ homes.

School entrances
The entrances to school are on Kings Drive and Fieldhead Lane. Please press the buzzer for
access to the school grounds.




Friends of St. Peter’s

Parents are encouraged to be active members of the ‘Friends of St. Peter’s’- an organisation of
parents, teaching and non-teaching staff, members of the Parish Church and the local
community, interested in the work of the school. Social activities, to give support to parents
and children, together with fund raising activities, are held throughout the year. Highlights
include the Christmas Fair and penalty shoot-outs.

The Friends of St. Peter’s raise lots of money every year, which is used to purchase equipment,
books, materials and for special events such as at Christmas time etc. Further information can
be found on the notice board in the staffroom window. We would like to thank the Friends of
St. Peter’s for all their wonderful efforts.

Parents meetings

Parents are always welcome to discuss their child’s progress with the Nursery teacher at a
mutually convenient time. There are a number of organised occasions where parents are
invited into school to discuss progress. Parents are invited to attend meetings in October and
March. A full report is sent home in July.
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Twitter

We are excited to share our school Twitter account with you. We will use our Twitter account
as a quick and direct means of communicating with you. It will be used to inform families of
upcoming events, to send classroom reminders and to recognise the achievements and
personal accomplishments of our children. The school Twitter feed can be found by searching
for @StPeters_CE

Any parents who wish to follow our class Twitter feed should search for @EY_StPeters_CE

It is @ way for us to show you a little about your child’s day and to provide you with a virtual
window into our classroom. Please indicate on the ‘Student Form’ if you would agree to your
child’s images, videos and work to be posted on our Twitter account.

30 hours free Early Education and Childcare

All 3 and 4-year-olds in England are entitled to 15 hours a week of free early education. If
parents are living and working in England, 3 and 4-year-olds may be entitled to 30 hours free
Early Education and Childcare.

Please visit www.gov.uk and search for “30 hours free entitlement’ for more information.

If your child is entitled to 30 hours, you must apply for an entitlement code each term.
Reminders will be sent home about this. Please let Mrs Moorhouse in the school office have
your code as soon as possible and again when it is renewed.

Here at St. Peter’s, children entitled to 15 hours free Early Education attend mornings only (5 x
3 hours sessions). Children entitled to 30 hours free Early Years Education and Childcare
attend full days (5x 6 hours sessions). If your child is entitled to 15 hours free Early Education,
you are welcome to pay for additional afternoon sessions. Here at St. Peter’s, an additional 3
hour session will cost £15.00.

Tax free childcare

Tax Free Childcare is an online government scheme to help parents pay for childcare. For every
£8 a parent pays into their Childcare Account, the government will add an extra £2. Parents
can then use that money to pay for childcare. This would be used to pay for any additional
sessions your child attends, for example if your child is entitled to 15 hours but you choose for
them to attend additional sessions. Please visit www.gov.uk and search for ‘Tax-Free
Childcare: 10 things parents should know’ for more information.
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Early Years Pupil Premium
The Early Years Pupil Premium is additional funding given to schools in England to raise the
attainment of disadvantaged pupils and to close the gap between them and their peers.

Admission into Reception class

If your child has been allocated a place in our Nursery class, there is no guarantee that they
will be allocated a place in our Reception class. Applications for a place in Reception class can
be made on-line from early September (of the year before the child is due to start full time) to
the closing date of 15 January (of the year the child is due to start full time).

If you wish to apply under Christian Commitment Criteria (Criteria 2a, 2b, 4a, 4b) you should
obtain a copy of the Supplementary Information Form (SIF) from the school or School
Admissions and return it to the School by 15 January (of the year the child is due to start full
time).

Please refer to the school’s Admission Policy for more information.
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